
BOARD OF EDUCATION 
SPECIAL MEETING MINUTES 

 
October 23, 2006 

 
A special meeting of the Board of Education for Portage Public Schools was held on Monday, 
October 23, 2006, and was called to order by President, Shirley Johnson, at 5:30 p.m.  The meeting 
was convened in the Professional Development Center at the Portage Public School District 
Administration Building, 8111 South Westnedge Avenue, in Portage. 
 
Board Trustees Present:  Tom Eddy, Kathy Howland, Shirley Johnson, Linda Lueth, Wendy 

Mazer, Deb Polderman, and Jennifer Whistler 
 

Administrative Staff Present: Pete McFarlane, Superintendent; John Manske, Legal Counsel; Tom  
Noverr, Assistant Superintendent for Operations; Michael Batterson,  
Director of Technology Systems; and Ric Perry, Assistant  
Superintendent for Instructional Services; and Tom Vance,  
Community Relations Manager 

 
After calling the meeting to order, President Johnson asked for a motion to approve a 
recommendation from the administration to award a playground construction contract for Haverhill 
Elementary School.  A motion was offered by Mr. Eddy, supported by Mrs. Howland, that the 
Board accept the playground contract: GameTime c/o Sinclair Recreation, LLC for the purpose of 
relocating, furnishing, and installing playground equipment and surfaces including the work of all 
trades for Haverhill Elementary School for the lump sum of $100,000.  This purchase will be 
allocated to the 2006/07 General Fund.  Mr. Noverr supplied background information for the Board 
and answered several questions. Motion carried unanimously. 
 
Board President Johnson asked the Superintendent to introduce the topic of facilities and technology 
planning.  Dr. McFarlane indicated that, since there were individuals who did not know one another 
in the room, it might be best to begin with introductions.  Members of the Board and administration 
were introduced to representatives from TMP Architectural Services and AVB-Triangle 
Construction Management Services. 
 
Dr. McFarlane, Mr. Noverr, Mr. Batterson, and Mr. Perry provided some background on the 
facilities and technology planning process.  The Superintendent referred the Board to a printed 
summary that he supplied as part of their agenda packet containing information about the current 
status of facilities and technology planning.  For the next two hours, Board members asked 
questions and listened to information provided by District administrators and consultants.  When the 
discussion concluded, there was a consensus that the Superintendent would prepare a draft of a 
community presentation outlining a facilities, technology, and redistricting plan.  The Board will 
review this draft before it is presented to the community for their input on November 9th and, again, 
on November 14th. 
 
There being no other business for the Board, President Johnson adjourned the meeting at 8:25 p.m. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
Dr. Pete McFarlane 
Secretary Pro Tem 


